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From Lisa Phillips, 
Year 2 Learning Leader 
 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We have hit the middle of our first term and the 
school is humming away! This year in 
mathematics we will continue the work of building 
teacher and student conceptual understanding of 
Di Siemon’s Big Ideas in Number: 

- Trusting the Count 
- Place Value 
- Multiplicative Thinking 
- Partitioning 
- Proportional Reasoning 
- Generalising   

The research shows that students that develop 
these conceptual understandings and can apply 
them, have successful outcomes in mathematics.  
 
Year 2- Who We Are 

Last Thursday, our 
Year Two students 
participated in a 
Zones of Regulation 
Incursion that 
complimented our 
Who We Are unit. 
Christine from 

“Workshops that Work” took our students 
through a range of activities that helped them 
understand what those zones looked and felt like. 
Our students worked on some breathing activities 
designed to calm ourselves down, along with 
exploring how fidget toys can be utilised as a reset 
tool after feeling anger, frustration or becoming 
overwhelmed. Having reflected with our students 
afterwards, the message was our students feel 
better equipped to deal with the range of emotions 
that they may feel in a day. 
 

 
 

 

Year 5 Incursion 
We would like to thank Jan ‘Yarn’ Wositzky, who is 
a storyteller for coming in and running our year 5 
incursion. Yan performed two performances, the 
first one was about William Buckley and the 
second story was about the Gold Rush and Eureka 
Stockade. Students enjoyed taking on different 
roles and learning more about Australian history.  
 

 
 
Mobile Phones- Student Use Policy 
We have updated our Mobile Phone Policy and will 
be trialling changes to secure storage from the 
beginning of next week. You can find the policy on 
our school website and included in this week’s 
newsletter.   
 
Swimming 
Good luck to our District Swimmers that are 
heading off on Friday. We look forward to hearing 
about how they went. 
 
The F-4 Swimming Program runs this term. Please 
make sure you have signed the permission form 
and paid on QKR by Wednesday 8th March 9.00am. 
 
New Addition  

We are excited to announce that 
Ebony Meier (2M) and her husband 
John will be welcoming their first 
little legend in August.  
Congratulations, Ebony!  

Kind regards 

 
Lisa Phillips 
Yr 2 Learning Leader 

http://www.aspendale.vic.edu.au/
mailto:aspendale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Nominations are now open for School Council elections! 
 

There are four parent positions open for the standard term 
of 2 years for the period of 2023 and 2024 and one parent 
position for a casual vacancy term of 1 year in 2023. School 
council monitors the school’s finances, establishes or renews 
policies and ensures the facilities are well maintained. 
School Council also involves Sub-Committees such as 
Community Events, Building and Grounds, Finance and 
Education. 
 

For those considering re-nominating or nominating, official 
forms can be obtained from the school office. 
 

Timeline: 
Thursday 23rd February 2023: Notice of Election and call for 
Nominations 
Thursday 2nd March 2023: Nominations close at  
4.00pm 
Monday 27th February 2023: List of Candidates 
 
Thursday 9th March 2023: Ballot papers prepared and 
distributed 
 

Thursday 16th March 2023: Close of ballot 
Friday 17th March 2023: Vote count and declaration of ballot 
Tuesday 21st March 2023: First Meeting of new Council 
 
We look forward to parents being involved in our 
community either at School Council or at Sub-Committee 
level. If you seek further information, please don’t hesitate 

to contact Coby Larrieu, Principal or Amelia Mastorakos, 
Business Manager at the office. 

 

 

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS 2023 
Year 5 & 6 production – ASPY MOVES 2023 

I am very pleased to announce that, this year, 
Aspendale Primary students in Year Five and Six 
will perform in a production at the Frankston 
Arts Centre on Tuesday 22nd of August at 
6:00pm (start time to be confirmed). The show 
will go for less than two hours. Please save this 
date in your diary!  
 

We have chosen the theme of movement, on which 
the production will be based. Students will 
perform as a class band with every student playing 
a musical instrument or singing. They will also get 
the opportunity to perform a dance with their 
class. In Performing Arts lessons, students will 
rehearse their two items. There will also be acting 
which will tie our music items together. All 
students will be involved in a spectacular opening 
and closing item. 
 

Junior showcase afternoons 
Much later in the year, students in younger years 
will have the opportunity to perform a few items, 
in the courtyard area. We wanted this to be a 
casual yet wonderful opportunity for our students 
to perform. For many of our Foundation to Year 
Four students, this may be the first time that they 
perform in front of an audience. Dates and 
information regarding the showcases will be 
provided at a later date.  
 

Choir and band performances 
For future reference, whenever our Junior or 
Senior choir or School band performs to the school 
community, at a school event, we will let you know 
these dates through our parent emails and 
newsletter diary.  

                       

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 2023 

March 

Friday 10 W7 Curriculum Day 

Monday 13 W8 Labour Day 

Wednesday 15 NAPLAN Writing 

Thursday 16 NAPLAN Reading 

Monday 20 W9 NAPLAN Language (Spelling & 
Grammar) 

Monday 20-24 F-1 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 21 Harmony Day 
NAPLAN Maths 

Thursday 23 House Cross Country 

Friday 24 Ride to School Day 
Night on the Green 5pm-7pm 

Monday 27-31 W10 Yr 2-4 Swimming Program 

April 

Saturday W10 Foundation Working Bee 

Monday 3 W11 House Athletics 

Thursday 6 Last day of Term  
2.30pm Finish 

Monday 24 W1 Term 2 Begins 

Tuesday 25 ANZAC DAY 

Friday 28 Yr 3 Botanic Gardens Excursion 

May 

Tuesday 2 W2 Whole School Review Validation 
Day 
Yr 3 Melbourne Museum Exc 

Friday 5 District Cross Country 

Wednesday 17 W4 Yr 4 Camp Rumbug 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

        Calling all students, families 

        and teachers of 

       Aspendale Primary School 

         to join us for the 

  Night on the Green 
      Friday March 24th 

       5pm-7pm 

      on the school grounds 

 

       Bring a picnic or enjoy the 

       food trucks on site. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASPENDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Mobile Phones – Student Use Policy 

 
 

PURPOSE 

To explain to our school community the Department’s and Aspendale Primary School’s policy requirements and 
expectations relating to students using mobile phones and other personal mobile devices during school hours.   
 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to: 

1. All students at Aspendale Primary School and, 
2. Students’ personal mobile phones and other personal mobile devices brought onto school premises 

during school hours, including recess and lunchtime. 
 

DEFINITIONS 
A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a physical 
connection to a network. For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and any device 
that may connect to or have a similar functionality to a mobile phone such as smart watches and iPad’s 
(messaging or call functions). 
 

POLICY 
Aspendale Primary School understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly 
if they are travelling independently to and from school. 
At Aspendale Primary School: 

• Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored 
during school hours 

• Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further information) 

• When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office. 
 

Personal mobile phone use  
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones — Student Use Policy issued by the Minister for 
Education, personal mobile phones must not be used at Aspendale Primary School during school hours, 
including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been granted. 
Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone for the purpose for 
which the exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible manner. 
 

Secure storage 
Mobile phones owned by students at Aspendale Primary School are considered valuable items and are brought 
to school at the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk.  Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone 
to school unless there is a compelling reason to do so.  Please note that Aspendale Primary School does not have 
accident insurance for accidental property damage or theft. Students and their parents/carers are encouraged 
to obtain appropriate insurance for valuable items.  Refer to the Department’s Claims for Property Damage and 

Medical Expenses policy 

Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Aspendale Primary School will provide secure storage. Secure 
storage is storage that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do so. At Aspendale Primary 
School students are required to store their phones by placing it in the mobile phone class box. This box will be 
stored securely at the administration office.  
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-using-mobile-phones/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/claims-property-damage-and-medical-expenses/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/claims-property-damage-and-medical-expenses/policy


Enforcement 
Students who use their personal mobile phones inappropriately at Aspendale Primary School may be issued 
with consequences consistent with our school’s existing student engagement polices Student Wellbeing and 
Engagement and/or Code of Conduct or Bullying policies. 
 

At Aspendale Primary School inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during school hours, unless an 
exception has been granted, and particularly use of a mobile phone: 

• in any way that disrupts the learning of others  

• to send inappropriate, harassing or threatening messages or phone calls 

• to engage in inappropriate social media use including cyber bullying 

• to capture video or images of people, including students, teachers and members of the school 

community without their permission 

• to capture video or images in the school toilets, changing rooms, on excursions and in the playground 

areas 

• during exams and assessments 

Exceptions  

Exceptions to the policy: 

• may be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically, 

o Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and 
o Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite. 

• can be granted by the Principal, or by the teacher for that class, in accordance with the Department’s 
Mobile Phones — Student Use Policy.  

The three categories of exceptions allowed under the Department’s Mobile Phones — Student Use Policy are: 
 

1. Learning-related exceptions 

Specific exception Documentation 

For specific learning activities (class-based exception) Unit of work, learning sequence 

For students for whom a reasonable adjustment to a 
learning program is needed because of a disability or 
learning difficulty  

Individual Learning Plan, Individual Education 
Plan 

 

2. Health and wellbeing-related exceptions 

Specific exception Documentation 

Students with a health condition Student Health Support Plan 

Students who are Young Carers A localised student record 

 

3. Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite 

Specific exception Documentation 

Travelling to and from excursions Risk assessment planning documentation – 
school to advise if this exception has been meet 
through written communication in each 
circumstance.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-using-mobile-phones/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-using-mobile-phones/policy


Students on excursions and camps Risk assessment planning documentation– 
school to advise if this exception has been meet 
through written communication in each 
circumstance. 

When students are offsite (not on school grounds) and 
unsupervised with parental permission 

Risk assessment planning documentation– 
school to advise if this exception has been meet 
through written communication in each 
circumstance. 

Students with a dual enrolment or who need to 
undertake intercampus travel 

Risk assessment planning documentation– 
school to advise if this exception has been meet 
through written communication in each 
circumstance. 

 

Where an exception is granted, the student can only use the mobile phone for the purpose for which it was 
granted.  

Camps, excursions and extracurricular activities 

Aspendale Primary School will provide students and their parents and carers with information about items that 
can or cannot be brought to camps, excursions, special activities, sporting activities and events, including 
personal mobile phones. 

Exclusions 

This policy does not apply to  

• Out-of-School-Hours Care (OSHC) 

• Out-of-school-hours events 

• Travelling to and from school 

• iPads and all other personal devices when used for learning tasks 

 
COMMUNICATION 
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:  

• Available publicly on our school’s website  

• Included in staff induction processes and staff training 

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

 

Evaluation To be reviewed by the Education Subcommittee 

Approval/Consultation Principal/Recommended with School Council 

Date Ratified February 2023 

Next Review Date February 2026 

Related Policies  

Related Documents  

DET Link to Policy  



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  
 

 

Friday March 10th   

6:45AM – 6:15PM

REMEMBER TO BRING: 

Hat, sunscreen, recess, lunch & drink bottle 
 

-Breakfast and Afternoon Tea provided 

Come along and 

 join the fun,  

BOOK IN NOW 
through FULLY 

BOOKED 

WHATS ON? 

 

Arts and Craft, Popcorn, Dodgeball, Build a 

Cubby House   

…and much more 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 
  


