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From Natalie Tideman, 
Specialist leader 
 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

Chinese Museum and Chinatown 
Ms. Ma and the Year Six teachers took the 
students to the city on Tuesday to the 
Chinese Museum. They experienced a 
wonderful cultural experience which 
included learning about the culture and 
eating snacks common to children in 
China. 
Highlights from 6F: 

- China town in Melbourne is the biggest China 
Town in the Southern Hemisphere.  

- The Chinese dragon comes out twice a year and it 
is 63m long! The head weights 200kg and 8 
people have to carry it.  

- We saw a Jade burial suit which was used in 
Ancient China and is similar to an Ancient 
Egyptian Pharaoh’s sarcophagus.  

Thank-you to Ms. Ma for your efforts in organising this 
excursion. 

 
Wonderful things are happening in our specialist 
areas this term: 
Junior and Senior Choir and Band 
The Junior and Senior Choirs will have the opportunity to 
perform together, for their first time this year, at 
Harmony Day, during our lunch in the courtyard. 
The Junior Choir rehearses on a Wednesday lunchtime 
and the Senior Choir rehearses on a Tuesday lunchtime at 
12:50pm approx. All students are welcome to attend. It is 
recommended that students attend four rehearsals 
before being able to confidently perform at an event.  
ASPY MOVES Production – Tuesday 22nd August.  
We have booked the Frankston Arts Centre for our Year 
5 & 6 production which is being put together 
predominantly by Ms Matthews. Mr Pearce has developed 
the concept and we are in the process of writing the 
production. The idea behind this is to include the entire 
cohort of students in the performance. There will be some 
acting to tie the scenes together, with many students 
having a small part, and all students will get the 
opportunity to perform in a band, as well as a dance item, 
with their homegroup. There will also be an opening and 
closing item too, so that families will get to see their child 
perform several times during the production. We look 
forward to working with all of the Year 5 & 6 students 
after witnessing their talent recently during the audition 
process.  
 

Visual Art – An exploration of colour 
Students have been working hard to complete their first 
big piece of artwork for the year. Students have examined 
the artwork of artists: Piet Mondrian, Eric Carle, Raewyn 
Harris, Rebecca Cook, Pete Cromer, Ken Done and Jenny 
Kee. Work is currently in the process of being hung in the 
main corridor of the school and in some of the learning 
spaces. Ms Tideman and Mrs Hale would like to 
acknowledge our Visual Art leaders:  Molly Woodhouse, 
Meika Silver, Megan Trace, Mia Prunty and Amelia Young 
who assisted with the hanging of this work. 
STEM 
There certainly is a buzz around our school about our 
fabulously engaging STEM subject which students 
participate in for one lesson a week with Mr McHaffie. You 
may have witnessed the terrific bridges made by Year 3 & 
4. The Year 5 & 6 students thoroughly enjoyed 
constructing their boats that propelled themselves 
through the water in the trough outside the STEM room. 
Running Club 
Running Club has been a huge success this year. Many 
students, close to 200, make their way onto the school 
grounds as early as 7:45am to run laps of the oval under 
the supervision of Katie Scott and Jude Hale. It has been 
wonderful to see them running happily and challenging 
their efforts from week to week. This is especially 
important for their confidence and fitness in the lead up 
to the school Cross Country event coming up soon. 
District Swimming 
We had some success in the pool at the recent District 
Swimming event. Approximately one third of the students 
who attended, made it through to the next round. The 
girls eleven-year-old and twelve-year-old freestyle relay 
and the twelve-year-old girls medley relay are district 
champions, as well as Jake Stanguts and Dorothea 
Dezsenyi who are district champions in breastroke and 
backstroke respectfully. Well done to all of the swimmers 
who tried their best on the day. We are very proud of your 
efforts representing our school. 
Staffing update 
Ms Larrieu will be on sick leave for at least the next 
month. We wish her all the best as she recuperates and 
takes this time to rest. Thomas Pearce will be the acting 
principal during this time.  
Our School Review and the Curriculum Day this 
Friday 
This year our school is engaging in a School Review. These 
take place every four years and are a great opportunity to 
reflect on our improvement work over the last four years 
and set the future strategic direction for our school 
community. Part of the school review process involves 
consultation with our school community, including 
students, staff and parents & carers. Last week and this 
week students are engaging in workshops with their 
teachers. Our staff will use our curriculum day on Friday 
to reflect on our school's progress.   
Warm regards 
Natalie Tideman – Specialist Leader 

http://www.aspendale.vic.edu.au/
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The weekly Nude Food competition is back! 
 
The Global Awareness Professional Learning team are 
bringing back our Nude Food competition between 
the classes across the school. Starting on Monday 13th 
March, we will count the number of students who 
bring Nude Food lunches into school. The class with the 
highest number of students with nude food lunches 
will receive a trophy to have in their class for the week. 
The trophy has been made by our Marine 
Ambassadors.  
Since supermarkets have recently put a pause in their 
soft plastic recycling program, it is as important as ever 
to try to reduce the amount of plastic consumption as 
possible. At Aspendale Primary, we encourage our 
school community to do their bit to help our 
environment, wherever possible.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Respectful Relationships 

In 2016, Respectful Relationships Education was 
introduced as a core component of the Victorian 
Curriculum from Foundation to Year 12. By 2023, 
Government, Catholic and Independent schools were 
mandated to teach the lessons. Aspendale PS has been a 
lead school since the beginning of the program.  

 
The Respectful Relationships program supports schools 
and early childhood settings to promote and model 
respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our 
children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and 
confidence. 
 

The program supports students to develop their 
emotional literacy, personal strengths, positive coping 
strategies and problem-solving skills. It provides 
structured lessons to support students when discussing 
stress management, help-seeking behaviours, gender and 
identity, and positive gender relations. The program 
outlines and activities are available online at: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-relationships if you 
would like more information. Keep an eye out in the 
newsletter for year levels sharing highlights of their RR 
sessions.  
 
RR leaders Leah Macdonald & Laura Pearce  
 

 

 

Wellbeing Update! 
 

The Foundation students have commenced their 
inquiry into ‘Who We Are’ and have been engaging in 
play-based experiences to develop their understanding 
of our Central Idea: ‘Every day we learn more about 
ourselves’. We have been developing our 
understanding of emotions and mindfulness by 
investigating the Zones of Regulation. 
 
In Year 1 we have been thinking about 'Who We Are' 
in relation to being caring. This week we talked about 
the feelings of our friends and how we can recognise 
these and help. We have come up with ideas of how to 
'fill each other’s buckets'. We have been enjoying 
choosing a greeting to start the day brightly and with 
big smiles! 
 
The Year 2 students have finished their first Unit of 
Inquiry- 'Who We Are' which culminated in writing 
their essential agreement. They focused on how to 
establish and maintain healthy friendships. 
 

DIARY DATES 2023 

March 

Friday 10 W7 Curriculum Day 

Monday 13 W8 Labour Day 

Wednesday 15 NAPLAN Writing 

Thursday 16 NAPLAN Reading 
Yr 2 ‘Sharing the Planet’ 
Incursion 

Monday 20 W9 NAPLAN Language (Spelling & 
Grammar) 

Monday 20-24 F-1 Swimming Program 

Tuesday 21 Harmony Day 
NAPLAN Maths 

Thursday 23 House Cross Country 

Friday 24 Ride to School Day 
Night on the Green 5pm-7pm 

Monday 27-31 W10 Yr 2-4 Swimming Program 

April 

Saturday 1 W10 Foundation Working Bee 

Monday 3 W11 House Athletics 

Thursday 6 Last day of Term  
2.30pm Finish 

Monday 24 W1 Term 2 Begins 

Tuesday 25 ANZAC DAY 

Friday 28 Yr 3 Botanic Gardens Excursion 

May 

Tuesday 2 W2 Whole School Review Validation 
Day 
Yr 3 Melbourne Museum Exc 

Friday 5 District Cross Country 

Wednesday 17 W4 Yr 4 Camp Rumbug 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Frespectful-relationships&data=05%7C01%7CJudith.Prosser%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfdd7e50a3dc9481ede0008db1f8fe086%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638138475028668918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TS4unYrQHuA8bgVHh%2BYrBVPoFnxQV8E0tNPBOPvpvqA%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

        Calling all students, families 

        and teachers of 

       Aspendale Primary School 

         to join us for the 

  Night on the Green 
      Friday March 24th 

       5pm-7pm 

      on the school grounds 

 

       Bring a picnic or enjoy the 

       food trucks on site. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aspendale Primary School  
                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Dear Aspendale Bike Riders, 

On Friday 24th March it is Ride to School Day.  We have organised a fun filled morning 

session to celebrate those who exercise and enjoy riding their bikes to and from 

school. 

Please see the details below: 

*Bring your own breakfast 

*8.15am to 8.45am – Park all bikes under the bike shelter and meet under the Tour 

De Aspendale sign in the courtyard where you can enjoy your breakfast. 

*8.20am to 8.45am - There will be a warm welcome, music, stickers, and roving 

commentary. 

We look forward to seeing you and your wheels there on the day. 

Safe riding, 

John McHaffie & Ardan Johnston 

(Ride 2 School Ambassadors) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Foundation PARENTS 
                      and families 

come along and join us for 

TERM 1 WORKING BEE                      
SATURDAY 1st APRIL 2023, 10.30am –12.30pm 

Dear families in Foundation, 

Term 1 School Working Bee will be held on Saturday 1st April at 10.30am for the parents and students in your child’s 
class. 

Each term the Buildings and Grounds Sub-committee of the School Council organises a working bee aligned to 1 or 2 levels 
of the school. You are asked to attend just one Working Bee each year. Any amount of time you can contribute will be 
greatly appreciated, even one hour would be great, as a number of labour-intensive tasks are planned for these 
mornings.  It’s also a great way to get to know other foundation parents! 

The convenor for this Working Bee will be Mr Kevin Riant. please see Kevin upon your arrival, (near the vegie garden the 
front of the school) for the tasks list. 

Light Refreshments will be provided at 12:30pm for all adults and children! 

TO ASSIST WITH PLANNING, PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE REPLY SLIP BELOW. 

Thank you in advance for contributing to the maintenance and beautification of our grounds to the benefit of all students. 

Yours sincerely,  
2022 School Council Buildings and Grounds Sub- Committee  

 
Please return this slip to your child’s teacher by WEDNESDAY 29th March.       Thank you 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

REPLY SLIP   -   Foundation Working Bee Saturday 1st April - 10.30am – 12.30pm 
      
        Child’s Name: _______________________ Grade: ______ 
    

YES, I am able to attend       …….. No. attending                              NO, I am unable to attend 
 Signed: ____________________________ Please print Name: _____________________________________ 
 

AREA 
          STANDARD JOBS LIST 

JOB 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 
School has some equipment. If you can, please 

bring your own, & please have them clearly named. 
Grounds & entrances Removing sand, rubbish, leaves, from all asphalt & 

yard areas, paths, entrances, steps 
Brooms and rakes, gloves wheelbarrows 

School Hall 
(if required) 

Sweeping/blowing around exterior, 
clearing/killing weeds as required 

Brooms, Blower, gloves, smaller container 
for weeds 

Sandpits Raking and removing debris, tidying edges on long 
jump pit as required, topping up sand. 

Rakes, forks, wheelbarrows, spades. 

Play equipment areas Spreading/turning over soft-fall mulch Spades, forks, wheelbarrows 
Weeding 
(if required) 

Killing/clearing weeds –a) around fenceline; 
b) within play equipment areas 
c) around all steps, porches, concrete areas. 

Gloves, brushcutter, wheelbarrows, 
Smaller containers, gloves 

Drains Clean out/sweep all drains. Shovel, broom, gloves 
Gardens Pruning, weeding, spreading mulch if required,  

some watering (from tanks) 
Wheel barrow, spade, 

Gutters Clearing of Gutters and roof  For parents with a ‘ladder licence’! 
Extension ladder/s, Buckets, gloves 



 

 

Friday March 10th   

6:45AM – 6:15PM

REMEMBER TO BRING: 

Hat, sunscreen, recess, lunch & drink bottle 
 

-Breakfast and Afternoon Tea provided 

Come along and 

 join the fun,  

BOOK IN NOW 
through FULLY 

BOOKED 

WHATS ON? 

 

Arts and Craft, Popcorn, Dodgeball, Build a 

Cubby House   

…and much more 



 



 



 


